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From The 

Booshway:   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Howdy Brothers! 
 
I hope everyone had a wonderful Christmas and got to spend time with loved ones and 
close friends. 
 
My wife Patty and I had some time together, although she had to work both Christmas 
Eve and Christmas day. 
 
I hope the men in your camps are faring well and you have fresh meat and your trap 
lines have been full of prime fur! 
 
We have our annual Red River Brigade Winter camp set for the 3rd week in February. 
The booshway will be Eddie Reese and he has help from several other men in the 
brigade. It sounds like we will have several colleges and a camp feed one night. We 
would like to have a good turnout and it will be good to get together with brothers for 
our first camp of the New Year.  
 
Brother Lucky Messmer is always looking for something to fill the pages of our 
newsletter The Trace, so please write something up and send it in. Thanks to those that 
have already done so, we appreciate your contribution! 
 
Yr. Svt. 
Kraig 



From the Editor: 

Brothers, 

Not to cause a panic, but I thought it was important to bring 

this up to folks so they can prepare or re-check their lead 

supplies. 

The current administration has worked up EPA standards 

that forced the last lead smelter in the United States to close 

on 31 Dec of this past year; Doe Run, Co.  They will maintain 

some capacity for recycling. 

While no one can be sure what will happen to lead supplies as there are plenty of car batteries 

to be had and Doe Run will maintain some recycle capacity, one can rest assured that the price 

of lead and modern bullets will most likely go up.  Battery lead and other non-pure sources will 

be available, but pure lead that some folks prefer for making shot, will definitely increase 

substantially in cost as it will have to be imported. 100% of modern bullets will have to be 

imported as well raising costs. 

I have found that most areas have scrap yards and currently the market price is $1 per pound.  

Once Doe Run closes that price is sure to go up, if for no other reason than “vulture capitalism” 

as we have seen during the days of the rush for ammunition supplies.  After the rush for 

ammunition calmed down, prices remained high, just like gasoline. 

Here is a rough chart on balls per pound based on caliber to help you plan your lead 

requirements for round ball. 

32 caliber: (.310) 048g---approx 146 balls/pound 

36 caliber: (.360) 071g----approx 98 balls/pound 

40 caliber: (.395) 092g----approx 76 balls/pound 

45 caliber: (.445) 133g----approx 52 balls/pound 

50 caliber: (.498) 180g----approx 38 balls/pound 

54 caliber: (.535) 220g----approx 32 balls/pound 

58 caliber: (.560) 280g----approx 25 balls/pound 

62 caliber: (.610) 341g----approx 20 balls/pound 

69 caliber: (.678) 468g----approx 15 balls/pound 

75 caliber: (.715) 545g----approx 13 balls/pound 

If for no other reason, you may want to buy to avoid future high prices.   

Keep yer powder dry! 

Yer most humble servant, 

Lucky 



 

Bent's Fort  
Bent, St. Vrain & Company 
 

By Kraig Fallwell 

On 6 December 2013, Friday, my trail 
partner and friend Catahoula Bill Vannoy 
and I arrived at Bent's Fort. It was a long 
journey across the plains. When we got 
there we could see a very large impressive 
adobe structure. We were met by a man 

known as Jose and later John Carson, reported to be related to scout Kit Carson. As we 
got closer, we unloaded my red mule and found a suitable camp site in the Cottonwood 
trees near the Purgatorie River, which had ice floating in it. It was a cold day and the 
temperature was measured at 9 degrees with a fairly good wind. 
 
This made us not hesitate in our efforts. 
We pitched our tarps together and closed 
off both ends, this way, we were able to 
build a small fire inside.  
 
Not long afterward, a couple more men 
join us in camp, Joe Silhan and "Neighbor" 
from the Mo.Iowa. Kan. brigade. Then 
Missouri Jim and Denny Leonard, also Tim 
Austin and Bruce Day. Camp is starting to 
shape up. Bill and I decide to go over to 
the fort and have a look around.  
 
We enter through a large gate and into the courtyard. Men are working and there fires 
burning for them. Bill and I go inside and warm ourselves at a fireplace in one room.    
 

As we look around, we see some men that 
we know and speak to them. Bill Bailey 
welcomes us. The rest of the day, is spent 
exploring the many shops and activities that 
are here. 
 



We are told that later in the evening will be a 
dinner for us and we gladly accept. We are fed 
with a fine hot stew and corn bread with 
tortillas. As night comes, we find ourselves in 
the billiards room and some men are there 
playing checkers, pool and cards. There is a 
large billiards table in this room and it is 
reported that the room was built around it. We 
stay here for a while, and then make our way 
back to our camp by the river. We start a fire 
and stretch out on our bedrolls.   

It is a clear and very cold night; we pull our buffalo robes over us and go to sleep. 
 

7 Dec. 13, Saturday I awake early to answer natures 
call, I build up our small fire and Bill and set a kettle on 
to boil some hot coffee. It is reported the low was 
around + /- 2 degrees last night. We begin to prepare 
our breakfast which consists of bacon, some potatoes, 
onions, and a few peppers wrapped in a tortilla. After 
we finish eating a few men come to visit and we sit at 
the fire and talk. The camp has grown and there are 
about ten men here now. Bradley Bailey has come in. 
We go up to the fort again to see what is going on there 
today. There are some travelers passing by and they 
stop for supplies.  
 
The day is quite cold and men are bringing in much 
firewood for a holiday celebration tonight. We are once 
again invited to dine with the people here and we have 
chili, corn bread, tortillas and there are several pies. 
Also there is a large kettle of hot coffee. 
 

Night again finds us visiting and playing games of chance. There is much drinking and 
merriment, and Oh the storytelling! Bill 
Vannoy and Vic Barkin regale us with bear 
stories from their adventures.  
Later, Catahoula Bill and I have been invited 
to spend the night inside in the Trappers 
Quarters. As we must be on our way early in 
the morning, this sounds like a good idea, not 
to mention the thick walls and the fireplace. 
We agree that it would be rude not to accept 
this generous offer from Messers, Bent & St. 
Vrain. There are two other men sharing our 



accommodations, James Sebastian and Vic Barkin 
of Colorado. 
 
8 Dec. 13, Sunday 
 
Catahoula wakes up to add wood to the fire and I 
go outside to see if it is getting light. It is almost 
daybreak and there is a light snow falling, with 
temps around 2 degrees. We roll up our bedding, 
grab our weapons and shot pouches to make 
ready for the trail. We bid our friends farewell. It 
has been a grand time spending the Holiday 
Celebration here on the high plains at Bent, St. 

Vrain & Co. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Traveling the Uneven Ground 
By Ken Krueger #2012 

 

Lonesome trails, 

New paths found. 

Our moccasins tread 

The uneven ground. 

 

Ever in awe 

Of Nature’s wonder. 

At ease I am 

With rain and thunder. 

 

A simple life 

Along the trail 

Makes modern days 

Seem weak and pale. 

 

A friendly camp 

A crackling fire. 

A way of life 

We never tire. 

 

Old ways learned 

Good friends abound. 

As brothers we travel  

The uneven ground. 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



Great Links: 

www.redriverbrigade.com - Our awesome website under construction. 

http://user.xmission.com/~drudy/amm/moreamm.html - you should 

recognize this site. 

www.turkeyfootllc.com - They have great dried food and other wares of high quality.  I have 

ordered from them in the past and been very impressed with their products and service. 

www.powderhornsandmore.com - I have bought many powder horns from here to do 

scrimshaw work and final finishing for many folks.  John is a class act, sends beautiful horns and his 
customer service is excellent.  He won’t send a product he doesn’t want hanging from his shoulder.  

http://woodtrekker.blogspot.com/2013/09/living-off-land-delusions-
and.html#disqus_thread – This site lists caloric needs from a hunter-gatherer standpoint for 

long-term survival in the woods, and lists them for specific animals and specific plants. It might be of 
good use for folks doing their 3-days-hungry. It is very useful data. 

http://www.historicproperties.com/ - We are your online resource for buying and 

selling historic real estate. From projects to completed renovations, residential to commercial, west 
coast to east coast and now even outside the U.S.A., Federal to Eclectic; you can search our database of 
properties for sale. If you have a property to sell, you can list it for sale using the List a Home form and 
view it online within three business days. 

http://www.oldlogcabins.com/ - Old Log Cabins is dedicated to preserving the spirit of 

the American pioneer by offering original antique hand-hewn log cabins, structures and materials to our 
customers. We specialize in locating, documenting, and restoring these historic log cabins, barns and 
outbuildings. These uniquely American buildings were hand crafted by our ancestors in the 18th and 
19th centuries, and their original integrity and character cannot be duplicated. 

http://www.smilingfoxforgellc.com/index.asp - We at Smiling Fox Forge strive to 

bring you the highest quality 18th century reproductions you can buy.  Therefore they are neither 
inexpensive nor cheap! We have all discovered "Real Quality" must be paid for.  
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Upcoming Events 

Red River Brigade Winter Camp 2014 
 
 
Location: Sterling, Oklahoma  
 
Date: 21-23 February 2014  
 
Amenities: Water available from a good well. There is a one-holer, no need for digging 
a hole. 
 
Colleges: Sign language, Friction fire-the bow drill and hand drill and other colleges to 
be announced. 
 
Directions: Sterling, Oklahoma is located near the intersection of highways 65 & 17.  

Approaching H.E. Bailey from the south, exit 36-A marked "Duncan", and proceed to SH 65. Approaching 
on the H.E. Bailey Turnpike (I-44), from the north, exit onto Whitfield Road at EXIT 62, proceed south to 
the intersection of SH 65 & 17. (You CAN NOT EXIT HERE COMING FROM THE SOUTH!)  

 
Approaching from Lawton: take highway 7 (Lee Blvd within Lawton City limits) to SH 65. 

 
Approaching from Duncan: take highway 81 to highway 7, proceed west to SH 65; north on 65 to 

highway 17. 

 
Approaching from Chickasha: Proceed south on highway 81 to Rush Springs intersection of 

highway 17, proceed west. 

 
Approaching from the south on 65: Proceed north approximately 13 miles to the intersection of 

highway 17. 

 
FROM THE INTERSECTION OF HIGHWAYS 65 & 17 proceed east thru Sterling to 
195th St North on 195th to Welch Rd (approximately 1 mile) East on Welch 
approximately 3/4 mile, look for signs near an entrance on the south side of the road, 
near an aluminum gate.  
 
Once thru the gate, take a sharp left, & follow the road (it is sand, not yellow brick) to 
the parking area. There will be a sign in the parking area directing people to the 
camping area. 
 
This site affords a parking area secluded from the camping area, yet not greatly distant. 
It also affords a well and an outhouse, but both are conveniently distanced from where 
we intend to pitch camp. 

 



Upcoming Events 

 

Todd Daggett: 815-735-6664 

Jim Alexander: 815-697-2708 or 618-225-2658 


